He was forced to retire at the rank of major in 1883. Further legislation was introduced in 1901 to retrospectively grant him the rank of brigadier general under the argument that if he had not been forced to retire in 1883, he would have continued up the ranks and retired as a brigadier general. This bill was not successful, and a later bill introduced in 1914 (also unsuccessful) only would have granted him the rank of colonel. 4 It may be surprising to see that Congress has the power to award military honors, since that responsibility would appear to lie within the sole jurisdiction of the executive branch under the president, who is commander in chief of the armed services. Nonetheless, many private laws have been passed to award military honors. In the cases of merchant mariners James Thomas Lantz, Jr., David D. Bulkley, and Arthur J. Abshire, Congress passed a law in 1978 awarding them various decorations and awards for their service during World War II. 5 Evidently, the men had not applied for the medals within the statutory limitations. Congress has also passed laws enabling Americans to receive foreign military honors. This was necessary because acceptance of an honor from a foreign government would normally be prohibited under the Emoluments Clause of the U.S. Constitution. 6 
Land Titles and Access
Private legislation has been used to transfer title from the federal government to private owners, quiet title in cases where the federal government has an ownership interest, or grant access to privately owned parcels through federal land.
An interesting example of a claim made long after the fact involved President George
Washington's estate. Washington had purchased parcels of land in Ohio in 1779 under a law that In other cases, private legislation conveyed U.S. government property to states or territories, although this has also been accomplished at times through public legislation. Private laws were also used to permit the transfer of land to residents of Indian reservations. 10 Laws were also passed to provide for ingress and egress through federal property to reach private property, as in the case of Roscoe L. Wood, who was granted an easement through federal property in Cabin
John Park (now Cabin John Regional Park), Maryland in 1947.
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Relief of Liability of Government Employees
Private legislation has sometimes been needed to abrogate the liability of government employees for the misdeeds of other employees or to absolve them of responsibility for thefts. In particular, postmasters were held responsible for the theft of funds by postal employees. In one instance, Private legislation has been used to allow the adopted children of U.S. citizens to enter the U.S., as in the case of Natividad Casing and Myrna Casing, two Filipino women who, along with their younger siblings, were adopted by Winston A. and Pacita Ashford. The legislation classified the women as children under the Immigration and Nationality Act (i.e., treated them as if they were under the age of 14) so that they could be admitted. Private laws also benefited individuals who were not eligible for admission to the U.S. Reasons for ineligibility included having voting in a foreign election or having been convicted of a crime.
In several cases, women who had lost their citizenship by marrying an alien who was ineligible for U.S. citizenship and who lived abroad petitioned members of Congress to sponsor private legislation to enable them to return to the U.S. 28 Finally, private legislation has been introduced to allow immigration by individuals with soughtafter skills. One of the more eyebrow-raising examples was the case of Basque sheepherders who were permitted to enter the U.S. under 80 separate private laws introduced between 1949 and 1957.
29
Procedures
Procedures and rules for handling private legislation have changed many times over the years.
Currently, when members of Congress are contacted by constituents or advocacy groups about situations that could potentially be remedied through a private bill, the member takes steps to see if there are administrative remedies that could resolve the matter. If a private bill is determined to be the only possible remedy, the matter is referred to the relevant subcommittee such as the Subcommittee on Immigration for further review. Legislation may be drafted by the member's office or by the Office of Legislative Counsel in the House or Senate. The member typically provides a letter outlining the facts of the matter to the relevant subcommittee. 30 The majority of private bills are introduced in the House. In contrast to public bills, a companion bill is not usually introduced in the other chamber. Most bills are referred to the Committee on the Judiciary of either the House or the Senate. In the House, most private bills are considered on the Private Calendar, while in the Senate, private bills are handled like any other piece of legislation. 31 If a bill has not been excluded after being reviewed by a subcommittee, reports from relevant executive branch agencies may be requested, usually by the chair of the House or Senate Judiciary Committee. The subcommittee reviews the information provided by the executive branch agency, then if it decides to take favorable action on the bill, it is submitted to the full Judiciary Committee. If the full committee votes favorably on the bill, it issues a report and is scheduled for consideration by the full chamber. It is uncommon for a private bill to be amended once it has been reported out by the Judiciary Committee. 
Recent Developments
Congress has drastically reduced the volume of private legislation by leaving it up to the Executive Branch to resolve most immigration matters, claims, and property transfers. 
Conclusion
This discussion will conclude with a few comments about the information value of reports and documents related to private legislation. While some patrons may request documents related to a particular private law that concerns their own family history, reports on private legislation also reflect various social movements, historical events, and legal trends. For example, the sheer number of claims for injuries due to accidents caused by Civilian Conservation Corps vehicles in the 1930s suggests that a number of the drivers may have been inexperienced or unskilled, or the roads they used were dangerous. At times, there has been a clear causal relationship between the volume of private laws introduced and changes in statutory law. As noted above, private legislation on claims resulted in several acts that changed how claims were handled. Maguire has documented many instances where Congress has amended public laws related to immigration because the abundance of private laws have exposed flaws in existing statutes. 39 The subject matter of private legislation is also a reflection of historical events and trends. 
